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New~ letter of the Society of Mi, c; issippi ;\ n:hi vists 
Volume 2 
.February, 19i.30 Number 1 
ARCHIVES IN BLOOM 
- Ronald E. Tomlin 
Spring will be a flourishing time for the archival profession in Missis-
sippi. Workshops and meetings are the order of the season. March winds will 
usher in a significant event for ar chivis t s in the Gulf states. The Society of 
American Archivists will conduct a basic a rchivAl workshop at the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and Kistory, Jackson, on Narch 24 - 26. The workshop, 
which is being co-sponsored by the Department of Archives and History and the 
Society of Mississippi Archivists, is part of an SAA program to support and 
give direction to short-term archival education. It is open to those curren tly 
workinR full- or part-time in the archival field who have little or no training 
in archival administration. Workshou faculty will focus on the rudiments of 
archival theory and prac tice: the nature and t erminology of archives and man-
uscripts, appraisal and access ion, conservation, repository management, and 
professional problems. Partic ipant s will recei.ve prac tical experience in these 
areas of archival scienc e . Faculty for the workshop will incluoe Anne P. 
Diffendal, Manuscript Curator, Nebraska State Historical Society; ~lilliam 
L. Joyce, Curator of Manuscripts and Education Officer, American Antiquarian 
Society; Patrick B. Nolan, University Archivi s t and Associa t e Professor of 
History, Wright State University; and Trudy Huskamp Peterson, Assistant to 
the Deputy Archivist and Director of the Mode rn Archives Institute, National 
Archives and Records Service . A r egistration fee of $40 covers the cost 
of the facilities, instructional materia l s and related expenses . For further 
information and an application, contact Tom Pardo, Program Officer, Socie t y 
of American Archivists, 330 S. Wells Street, Suite 810, Chicago, Illinois 
60606. The application deadline for the workshop is February 29, 1980. 
April showers will bring in the second annua l meetin g of the So c i ety of 
Mississippi Archivists. A disaster works hop will begin activities on April 
15 at the Downtowner Motor Inn in Jackson . The So c iet y is joining the Missis-
sippi Department of Archives and History in sponsorinr, this disaster prepared-
ness and recovery seminar. The program will fea ture rema rks on fire protection 
by the State Fire Marshall, John Chamblee, and the roll of document depositories 
in the overall civil defense for the state by Dennis Lawrence of the Mississippi 
Civil Defense Council. Highlighting the workshop will be a presentation by 
George Cunha, director emeritus of the New England Document Conservation Center, 
and an expert in the field of disaster rreparedness. 
The Society opens its annual me e ting on the mornin r of April 16, also at 
the Downtowner. Gloria Atkinson, a rchivis t at the Mississiupj University for 
Women, is proRram chairperson, and she reports that plans for the meeting are 
ProRressing nicelv. ~embers of the Society can l ook forward to stimulating and 
nrovocative sessions. You will r ec eive more specific information and pre-
registration forms durinR Ma r ch. Registra tion deadline for the disastP r work-
shop and the annual meetin g is April 7 . 
The Primary Source is a quarterly 
publication of news a nd ide as 
produced by the Society of Mis-
sissippi Archivists, a non-profit 
organization of prof e ssional ar-
chivists and interes t e d persons. 
Subscription to The Primary 
Source is include d i n the Soc i e t y 
membership dues. Nembersh i p in-
formation is printed on the las t 
page of each newsletter. 
Deadlines for 
Ill (February) 
112 (May) 
113 (August) 
114 (November) 
inclusion are: 
January 31 
April 30 
July 31 
October 31 
Your contributions are welcome. 
Write The Primary Source, P. 0. 
Box 571, Jackson, MS 39205 
h t holmes .............. Editor 
FROM THE PRESIDENT -
In the last issue of The Primary 
Source, Governor William Winter empha-
sized the importance of archival work 
in Mississippi. Significantly , he 
identified some of the problems e n -
countered by archivists in the state, 
and he pledged to work with ar chivists 
to seek solutions to the se problems. 
Indeed, Mississippi archivists are for-
tunate to have a governor wh o endorses 
and supports their efforts. The Socie t y 
also is honored to have Gov e rnor Winter 
as one of its members. 
The Executive Council met on January 
31, 1980, in Jackson. At that meeting 
Gloria Atkinson, Mississippi University 
for Women archivist, was confirmed as 
chairman of the Program Committee. She 
received program ideas from the council 
and is busily preparing for the April 
14-15 meeting. As the Society's consti-
tution requires, program announ c em e nts 
will be sent to the membership well 
ahead of the meeting. 
-sc 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR -
The Socie t y e nters the second mont 
of 1980 wi th 300 memb e r s ( six ty-seve 
n ew memb ers and 233 r en ewals from la 
y ear) . Th e r e n ewa l to t al r epr esents 
51. 5% of l a s t y ear' s member s hip. Fo 
membe rs wh o h a ve n o t r e newed have be 
dro pp e d f r om the rolls a nd will not 
r ece i v e f ut ur e li t e r a ture unless the 
r e j o i n the So c iety. I f y ou know fo 
o r pros pectiv e members , du es of $5.0 
may b e se n t t o our t r eas ur e r, Anne 
We lls, P . 0. Bo x 5408, Missis sippi 
Stat e, Mis s is s i pp i 3976 2 . 
The Society is changing its head-
qua rt e r's ma i ling a ddress. Be on th 
loo ko ut in a f utur e ma i ling for the 
n ew pos t o f f i c e box. This chang e is 
effor t to e l i minate conf usion b e twee 
th e Soc i e t y a nd th e Mi ss issippi De pa 
me nt of Ar chi ves a nd Hist or y , whose 
a ddres s the Soc iety has been using u 
until thi s time . 
We a r e Loo k i n g f o r ward to our annu 
meeting, s c h e duled for Ja c kson on Ap 
16, and t h e d isaste r wo rkshop being 
s p onso red by the Society with the Mi 
Depa rtm ent of Archives a nd His tory t 
held o n the day prio r to the annual 
meeting , also in J a ckson. Your exec 
tive dire c tor is in charge of local 
a rrangements , a nd pla ns a r e pro c eedi 
ni c ely. You wi l l b e rec eiving the a 
nu a l mee t i n g prog ram a nd pre-reg istr 
tio n form during Ma rch. 
I a m happy t o r epo rt th a t th e Soci 
i s al s o co-s p on s oring a basic a r chiv 
wor ks h o p being c onducte d by th e Soci 
of Ame ri can Ar ch ivis ts o n March 24-2 
a t the Ar ch iv e s a nd Hi s t o r y Building 
in Jac kso n. Th is worksh op b y th e na 
t ional a r chival a ssoc i at ion i s quite 
an hon o r f or Mi s s issippi, and we an-
t icipat e tha t t he worksh op wi l l be a 
great s u ccess. It will offer a gran 
opportunity for us to adv ert i se the 
a r chiv a l prof es sion i n Mi s s i ssippi. 
We a ppr ec iate th e continued s upport 
and int e r e st ex hibit e d by the member-
sh i p o f th e Soc i ety . You may be as s ur 
tha t we shall co n t inue to s t rive to 
se rv e our memb e rship and the archival 
pro f ess ion in Missis s i ppi. 
- RET 
NHPRC NEWS -
(Ed. Note: These verbatim extracts are 
from unofficial minutes, provided by 
NHPRC, of the NHPRC Caucus at the SAA 
meeting last September 26 and from the 
September 20 AASLH session "NHPRC's 
Historical Records Grant Program: An 
Appraisal." While we in Mississippi 
have not yet encountered the problems 
mentioned here, it will be perhaps 
educational to learn how other states 
have gotten along with NHPRC. SMA sec-
retary Ron Tomlin has copies of the 
complete texts of the minutes.) 
AASLH 9/20/79 
The session opened with a presenta-
tion by Russell Fridley of the Minne-
sota Historical Society. He made two 
initial points. First, the structure 
of the present NHPRC program, that is 
its placement in the National Archives, 
was unfortunate because the NHPRC's 
purpose was different from that of NARS 
and because it forced the program to 
compete with NARS for congressional 
funding. Second, the addition of the 
records program to the NHPRC had raised 
expectations that something compre-
hensive could be done about the mas-
sive historical records problem in 
this country. These expectations have 
diminished a great deal over the past 
few years because of the low level of 
funding for the program; everyone 
Fridley talks with seems to share this 
view. 
Robert Richmond reviewed the history 
of the Kansas State Historical Records 
Advisory Board. He said that the failure 
of NHPRC to provide funds for expenses 
of Board members is a problem, especially 
when one considers the high cost of gas-
oline and motel accommodations. Richmond 
assessed the work of the Kansas Board; 
individually, Board members are fine, 
hut collectively their work leaves 
something to be desired. They have 
strong historical backgrounds and are 
generally more interested "in what is in 
the records than they are in what shape 
the records are in or perhaps what might 
he necessary to preserve it." He also 
said that perhaps people were disap-
-3-
pointed in the records program because 
they had prematurely assumed that it 
would or should op erate very similar 
to t he histori c preservation program 
or to the NEH or NEA state-based pro-
grams. Richmond closed by saying that 
there is a need for mu ch better mis-
sionary work in the s tate to help 
at the grass roots !eve~ 
Larry Hackman (NHPRC) commented on 
Fridley ' s statement that the NHPRC was 
"in compet ition" with NARS. This is 
not exa c tly the case. The relation-
s hip might be described as an orange 
in a bas ket of apples in that the 
NHPRC is not like other NARS programs. 
He noted that for a long period the 
Commi ss i on was an advisory r ather than 
a f unding agency and that it continues 
to see itself as more than just a 
granting prog ram. The Commission 
\·Jant ed to se t up a state-level mecha-
nism and did so with the advisory 
board sys tem. It wanted to work closely 
with the boards in s e tting priorities , 
fos t ering some strong projects (espe-
cially a variety of models and pilots) 
as a way to indicate needs and pos s i-
bilities. The Commission hoped that 
the boa rds , applicants and the Corn-
mi ss ion could learn togethe r some thing 
abou t wh a t works and doesn't work, and 
would try to build a base of exper i ence, 
visibility, interes t and support for 
the future. 
A member of the audience rose to 
no te that the state boards, like the 
Commission, we r e "unwanted children" 
i n their res pective s tates . He was 
amused that s o many people wan t ed th e 
Commission to model itself after the 
h is t o r ic preservation program. He 
f el t that the NHPRC was one of the 
friendliest agencies in Washington. 
Oth er ag encies , like hist oric pres er-
vat ion , have so much bureau cracy and 
so much r ed tape, at the state level 
as we ll as the federal, tha t it would 
be sad to go that route. So much money 
goes to administration that only a 
small portion "trickles down" to 
meet r ea l needs. 
H. G. Jones argued that the sta t e 
coordinators should fo rm an executive 
commit t ee to work out an appo r tio nment 
( continued on p. 6) 
NEWS AND NOTES -
ARKANSAS ARCHIVISTS AND RECORDS MANAGERS 
A new regional organization was estab-
lished on November 5, 1979. Arkansas 
Archivists and Records Managers (AARM) 
is committed to the p romotion of pre-
servation, description, use, administra-
tion and accessibility of archives and 
manuscripts according to s ound archiv al 
principles and to the promot ion o f edn-
cation and training of a rchivists, ma n-
uscript curators, records manage r s and 
other interested persons in ac cord with 
professional standards. Off ic ers e l e cted 
at the organizational meeting ar e Edw i na 
Walls, University of Arkansas Medic a l 
Sciences Campus, President; Russell Ba-
ker, Arkansas History Commis sion, Vice-
President; Laura Phillips , Dept. of Hum~n 
Services, Secretary; and Yvonne Phillips, 
Olsten Temporary Services, Treas urer. 
Lyn Ewbank, Arkansas History Commission, 
was appointed newsletter editor. 
MISSISSIPPI UNIVERSITY FOR WOMEN 
The University 's Archiv es a nd Mus eum 
Department has publish e d an Introducto~ 
Guide to the Tenn-Tom Ar c hives . Docu-
ments described in the guide are open 
for research on a non-restr i cted bas is . 
The Guide was prepared by Mrs. Gloria 
L. Atkinson, Archivist, assisted by 
Susan H. Martin. Copies of th e Guide 
may be obtained by writing Mrs . Atkinson 
at the Mississippi University for Women, 
Box 369, Columbus, Mississippi 39701. 
NHPRC 
The 1978 Annual Rep ort o f the Natio na l 
Historical Publica tions and Records 
Commission has been publi s h e d, as ha s 
!=_ Report ~ the Pres i dent, the fi r s t 
such report sinc e 196 3 . 
NORTHWEST ARCHIVISTS, INC. 
Regional workshops on Disaster Acti o n 
Team Development are being held this 
winter in Oregon, Washington, Idaho 
and Montana. Sponsored by the No rth-
west Archivists, Inc., and fund e d by 
the NEH, Division of Res e ar ch Grants, the 
workshops feature slides a nd dis c us sion 
of disaster salvage op e rations , the 
how-to of developing dis a s t e r a c tion 
teams, and hands-on instruc tio n o n sal-
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vaging water-damaged materials. 
UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA 
Five national experts on the pres 
vation of p r i n t and non-print libra 
mat e ri a l s will b e fea tured during a 
collo qu i um t o b e pre sented at the U 
vers ity o f Ok l ah oma , April 17-19. T 
will inc lud e th e i mportance of disa 
pla nning by l ibra r i es, setting up p 
servation prog r ams , a nd the paperle 
inf o rma t ion syst ems of the future. 
Leading th e s essions during the c 
loquium wi ll b e Geo r ge M. Cunha, di 
t o r emer i tu s of the New Eng land Doc 
me nt Conserv a tion Cen ter; Pamela W. 
Darling, h e ad o f th e Preservation D 
partment a t Columbia University; F. 
frid La n c a s t er, professor of library 
s c i e n c e s o t th e Unive rsity of Illin 
Lawr e n ce Robinson, pr eservation off 
of mi c ro f ilming for the Library of 
g r ess; and Sarah "Sally " A. Buchana 
c o nserva ti on officer for Stanford U 
v e r s ity Librari e s. 
For info rma t ion a bout the colloqui 
contac t Ms . Mar c ia Goodman, History 
Sc i e nce Co ll e ctions, University of 
l a ho ma Librari es , No rman, OK 73019. 
UNIVERS ITY OF TEXAS 
Kenne t h W. Rendell, international! 
known ma nu script d e aler and recogniz 
authori t y o n the a uthentication of 
do cument s , wil l s pea k at the Univers 
o f Texa s on April 9, 1980. His talk 
the me t ho ds of a uthe ntication a nd th 
t echn iq ue s of mone t a r y evaluation wi 
b e open t o th e public . 
How t o r ecog nize authenti c do cumen 
how t o d is t i ng uis h them from f akes, 
simil es a nd f or geries - will b e Rend 
t opi c in th e morning s ession. He wil 
di scuss th e na tur e and c omposition o 
b o th pap e r a nd i nk, a s well a s dis-
t i ng ui s hing fea tur e s of h a ndwriting. 
His points wi l l b e illustra ted with 
During th e a ft e rnoon, Mr. Rendell 
will t a lk o n f ac ts a ma nuscript deal 
consid e r s - and the we ight he g ives 
them - in p l aci ng a figure on one do 
ment o r a n e ntire co llection. 
A fee o f $ 15 .00 will be charged. 
fur t her i n fo rma tion, c ont a ct David B· 
Gr acy 11 , Gr a du a t e Sc h oo l o f Library 
Scien ce , UT, Aust in, Texa s 78 71 2 . 
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ACCESSIONS AND OPENINGS 
MISS. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 
Accessions 
Department of Education 
Lists of Educable Children 
c. 1908-1958 
59 cubic feet 
Lists of educable children were pr e-
pared for the State Department of Ed-
ucation. These lists were removed from 
the basement of the New Capitol Building. 
Governor's Office 
1972-1980 
1 cubic foot 
Executive Orders, nos. 101-296, 
1972-1980; Proclamations, 1974-1980. 
Legislature 
Special Parchman Investigation Committee 
January 31, 1968 
Audiotape recordings of an investiga-
tion by a special committee of the House 
of Representatives concerning prisoner 
unrest at Parchman. The tapes have 
been transcribed by MDAH. 
Openings 
Work Projects Administration 
1936-1942 
326 cubic feet 
The files of the Mississippi Work 
Projects (formerly Works Progress) 
Administration including records for 
the administration, the Federal Writers' 
Projects, the Historical Records 
Survey and the Statewide Veterans' 
Grave Registrations. 
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 
Mitchell Memorial Library 
Accessions 
Gil Carmichael Papers 
1960-1980 
65 linear feet 
Correspondence, speeches, photo-
graphs, slides, videotapes, clippings, 
campaign memorabilia . Major subjects 
i nclude Mississippi pol itics, the 
Republican Party and the transporta-
tion industry . 
Dona t ed by Gilbert E. Carmichael. 
MISSISSIPPI UNIVERSITY FOR WOMEN 
Archives and Museums Department 
Accessions 
Emma Ody Pohl Collection 
1907-1976 
15 cubic feet 
Includes original choreography out-
lines, music, correspondence, photo-
graphs, speeches, class notes and 
artifacts of the first head of the 
Physical Education Dept. at MUW. This 
remarkable, nationally known pioneer 
in physical education and the dance 
was the recipient of many honors. 
Donated by the MUW Alumnae Office 
and niece, Marie Charlotte Stark, 
Washington, D. C. 
Tennessee-Tombigbee Archival Collection 
1950-1979 
165 cubic feet 
Correspondence, documents, photographs, 
clipping files - the complete history 
of the Waterway documented. 
Donated by the Tennessee-Tombigbee 
Waterway Development Authority, Colum-
bus, Mississippi. 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI 
Archives and Special Collections 
Accessions 
Richard Wright Collection 
ca. 1940-1960 
112 items 
Addition to Richard Wright Collec-
tion: 112 photographs documenting the 
life of the expatriate Mississippi 
author in Paris and in Africa. 
Donated by Michael Fabre. 
(continued on p. 10) 
NHPRC, cont. 
formula that would b e acceptable 
to all. He does not wa nt large sta te 
bureaucracies to handle the records 
program, but he did want the Commission 
to pay more attention to the prioriti e s 
of the state boards. 
Larry Tise (N. Carolina Dept. o f Ar-
chives & History) added that the His -
toric Preservation Program was not a 
good model. It is not really a gra nt s 
program; it had started out a s an a s-
sistance program to h e lp the s t a t es 
organize their historical pr eservat ion 
programs - to dev e lop staff and capa -
bilities. In this, it has been very 
successful. The records prog ram sta rted 
out with this objective, but the c om-
mittees "are dying on the vine." 
Haclanan responded to th is by no ting 
that people tend to look at a l is t o f 
Commission grants and assum e th a t th is 
is what the Commission wanted to fund. 
This is often not the case. The Com-
mission doesn't get ex cited a b out a ll 
of its projects. The Commiss ion does 
prefer planning grants whi c h provid e 
leverage and promise fu t ur e progr am 
development along the line s Ti s e 
seems attracted to. Hackma n c o n c lude d 
by noting the Commission's frustra-
tion at how few propos als fit into 
the Commission's list of "invited 
proposals," which emphasizes compre -
hensive and future-orient e d proposa l s . 
It is very easy for sta tes no t t o 
seize the opportunities present e d by 
the records program but the n t o com-
plain when more narrowly focused pro-
jects are supported. 
SAA 9/26/79 
Larry Haclanan informed the aud ien c e 
that funding for the next two years 
was to be the same as 1979, wh i ch meant 
that the Commission would be for c ed to 
continue to reject a subs tantial num-
ber of proposals recommende d by the 
state boards. Since these rejections 
often precipitate tension b e tween th e 
boards and the Commiss ion, Ha c kma n 
asked if there were u sefu l way s 
(other than grant review) for the 
-6-
boards to part ic ipate in the work of 
the Commiss i on. 
Cha rl e s Lee (S. Carolina) remarked 
that the Commission s hould divide up 
i t s f und s " ev en steven" amo ng the 
st a t es . 
Th e focus of the c a u cu s turned to 
d iscu s s ion of fund i n g t o support the 
wor k of the b oa r d s th emse lves. Frank 
Burke (NHPRC ) r e mi nd e d the audience 
that if f u nd s wer e d i vide d evenly a 
the s t ates, s u c h a division would p~ 
v i d e each sta t e wit h only about $40, 
Allen .Jon es of Aubur n Un i v ers ity (a 
a memb e r of t h e Alabama board) quest 
wh et her most s t a te c oord i nators wer 
comp e t e nt e n o ug h t o h a ndle even so 
s ma ll a mo un t of mon ey . Edwa rd Papenf 
Ma r y l a nd coord i na t or, a ttribut e d the 
l ac k l ust e r p erf o rma n ce o f ma ny state 
coord i na t ors a nd boa rds t o a lac k of 
staff s upport to d e v o t e to th e prog 
Cl eo Hu g hes , Te nnessee c o ordinator, 
lenged t h e no t ion t ha t c oo rdina tors 
b oa rds we r e over burd e n e d by th e ir wo 
She no ted tha t h e r r o le as c oo rdinat 
t oo k on ly one t o two p e r cent of her 
Th e d iscuss i o n s h if ted t o t he per 
ma n ce an d qu al i fica tions o f the s ta 
boards a nd thei r coor d i nators . J ones 
c r i t icized th e syst em fo r g i ving too 
mu ch a u t ho r i t y t o the coordinators t 
t he d e tr i me n t of a pp l i cant s in the 
state . An un i nt e r es t e d coord i n a tor 
preven t app licants a nd other s f r om 
maki ng use of t h e r ecords progra m. 
Burke noted tha t some h a v e suggest 
th a t board memb e rs should e lec t the 
ordinato r s ; Jon es reto rt e d tha t such 
procedure wou l d b e th e "blind leadi 
t h e b lind." He a dd e d tha t h e would d 
away with t h e board sys t em entir e ly; 
h e t r usted th e judgme nt of th e 
Comm ission an d it s s t af f. 
Th e caucus t h e n turne d its a tt enti 
to t he e va lua t ion r ecords of the sta 
boa rd s . Wil liam Koel ch (C l ark Univer 
a nd a me mber of th e Mas s a chuse tts bo 
sugges t e d th a t i f the b o ard s h a d bee 
r ecommend ing th e g r eat ma j o rity of t 
s tat e proposa l s , i t was du e ei ther t 
th e naivete of the s t a t e b oard s i n 
passi ng t hrou gh proposals t o the Com 
mission o r to a p resc r een i ng p r o cess 
i ns uring t ha t th e quali ty of proposal 
( con tinued on p. 10) 
GENEALOGICAL RECORDS -
Jo Cille Rafter 
Genealogical Ed i tor 
(Cont. f rom last issue) 
Naturalization records are on file 
in the county in which the person ap~ 
peared to be naturalized. The Works 
progress Administration compiled a 
book (on file at MDAH) of those 
persons in Mississippi applying for 
naturalization. After 1906, natu-
ralizations were taken over by the 
Bureau of Immigration in Washington. 
Of some help in locating an ances-
tor are tax rolls. Tax rolls are 
annual lists of persons paying per-
sonal and real estate taxes within 
a county and are on file in the 
tax assessor's office in the county 
in which the tax was paid or in the 
state tax assessor's office. These 
will assist in determining whether 
or not a person resided and owned 
property in a particular county 
during a given year. The years 
available for tax rolls vary, since, 
after the tax was paid, the books 
were sometimes discarded. The books 
were to be kept for a period of time, 
but the maintenance of records is 
not always complete. 
The easiest source to use, and 
sometimes the most helpful, is birth 
and death records. No birth or death 
records were kept in Mississippi 
prior to 1912. The Mississippi State 
Board of Health, Bureau of Vital 
Statistics, Jackson, has kept birth 
and death records since that time. 
Delayed birth certificates are on 
file at the Board of Health for 
those persons applying for a certi-
ficate of birth prior to 1912. 
MDAH has mortality schedules for 
Mississippi for 1850, 1860, 1870 
and 1880. These schedules include 
only those deaths occurring during 
the six months preceeding the census 
Year and the first six months of the 
cepsus year (July 1 to June 30). 
The mortality schedules are arranged 
by county, but are not indexed. 
The most complete listing of ceme-
tery and Bible records for Missis-
Sippi has been compiled by the Mis-
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sissippi Genealog i cal Societ y . In 1978, 
this so cie t y published its sevent een t h 
volum e of Mississippi Cemetery and BibJ e 
Records . Each v o lume of th i s series is 
i ndexed by name , while v olume 27 contain s 
a cumu l a tive index of the cemetery and 
Bib l e f amily names . 
Esta t e r ecords in Mis sissippi r emain on 
fi le in t he of fi ce of the cha ncery cler k 
in the county where a person died. Micro-
f ilm copies of th e sta t e ' s probate r ecords 
are on f i l e a t MDAH, compl iments of the 
Morma n mi cr ofi lmi ng progr am. 
Newspaper s are th e leas t a ccura t e, but 
some t i mes the most he lpf ul of all sources 
fo r genealogi sts . Each chancery clerk is 
requi red to keep a copy of the of f icial 
news papers print ed in h i s county on file 
i n t h e coun ty cour t house . However , some 
c lerks a l low th e newspaper off i ce to re-
tain th e " of f ic i al " copies of the news -
papers. MDAH probab l y has th e most 
complet e lis t i ng of news papers in Mis -
siss ippi. An ea rnest a ttempt has been 
to col l ect copies, i f not or iginal s, 
of all Mis s issipp i news pa pers pr ior to 
1900. Since th a t t i me , a s money , s pace 
a nd time allow, a collection ha s been 
made of a l l news pap er s printed with in 
th e s t a t e . The newspapers on f il e at MDAH 
ar e ind exed by ti tle, pla ce of publ i ca-
tion and da t es av a i lable . Host of the 
s ta t e ' s co l l eges a nd univer sities are 
mak i ng a simi l a r co l lec t ion of news -
pa per s fo r his t orical res ea r ch , as well 
as genea l ogy . 
Church r ecord s i n Mississipp i have 
genera l l y remained i n th e cus tody of the 
chur ch of f icer s . The Mississip pi Bapt is t 
Hi s torica l Commission (a t Mississippi 
College) ha s made a concer ted eff or t t o 
co llect th e records of the Sou th ern 
Baptis t Co nven t i on churches in Mi ssis-
s i pp i , while the Catho l i c Diocese of 
Na t chez- Jac kson has made a simil a r ef-
f ort f or the Catholic chur ch in Mis-
siss i ppi . Howev er , most of th e smal] 
l ocal chur ches s ti ll r etain th e i r 
orig inal record books , and a genea l ogist 
mus t co nt ac t them i nd i vidua lly f or 
inf ormation r ela t ive t o th e ir r esearch . 
-a .... 
The Society of American Archivists 
330 S. Wells Street, Suite 810, Chicago, Illinois 60606 
STATEI-1ENT PREPARED BY FELLO\.J S OF THE SOC IETY OF i\1-1 ERICAN ARCHIV I STS EMPLOYED BY 
TilE NATIONAL AR CH [V ES & RECOTrDS SERVICE 
Se pt e mber 1979 
(Furnished to President Cart er and ~S~ A&nini strator Freeman ~n CCtober) 
l. Dispersion of Records 
Based on close to fifty y e ars of ex p e ri e nce with archival methodology in thi 
country, a nd the unfortunate past a ppli ca tion of alt e rnatives in other 
countries, e sp ec ially a rchival r eo r ga ni za ti o n by s ubject in France, it is 
a greed that gross d e pa rture fr o~ fund ~m e ntal archival principles of rational 
c entrali za tion of r ecords can only l ead to c haos, a di s s e rvice to the 
government a ge ncies whose r ecords the archives holds, a nd a severe 
inconvenience to the ultimate u se r of those records. 
2. Unilateral Archival Decisions 
- - -
The Administrator of Ge n e ral Servic e s s h o uld not unilat e rally make and 
enfotce archival decisions which are primarily professional in character. 
In important matters relating to the preservation, geographical distribution 
or disposal of Fe deral records there should be appropriate professional 
consultation with repres e ntatives of Fe d e ral agencies, principal user 
communities, historians of Federal progra ms, responsible NARS staff members, 
and other competent archivists. 
3. Microreproduct~on of Records 
R?production of archival .materials in microform, and disposal of original 
documents after such reproduction is appropriate in selected cases. 
of records for microform reproduction should be based solely on professional 
archival considerations that take into a ccount the cost of page-by-page 
film inspection by an archivist, as well as the condition, form, content 
and research value of the records. 
4. Appointment of the Archivist of the United States 
Selection and a ppointment of the Archivist of the Unit e d States should be 
made only after a broad search through the appropriate professions, and 
consultation with representatives of the professional groups most 
immediately concerned with the preservation and use of the historical record. 
As a minimum, these groups should be those represented on the National 
Archives Advisory Council, the National Historical Publications and Records 
Commission, the Association of Records ~anagers and Administrators and other 
national records management organizations, and members or representatives of 
the · families of former Presidents with Federal Presidential Libraries. 
5. Placement of NARS 
The Administrator's interest in the plac e ment of ~ARS in the Federal system 
is welcomed. It is hoped that he will continue his investigation, in 
consultation with the groups noted in 4, above, of a new and perhaps 
drastically revised relationship between NARS and GSA for the mutual benefit 
of both organizations~ for the Federal government, and for the general public 
Functional autonomy for the archival mission of NARS should be the minimum 
goal sought. Total organizational independence is the ideal goal. 
-':J-
A GUEST EDITO RIAL 
Preserving 'Vital 'scraps of paper~ 
In 1914 , when Germany violJ!ed a trec;ty prom-
' ~ '' ' ~ !hill Belgium Wlllllol h•· forever ncr Jlral. l.l'.'r -
11,dn p1 upagandt:, ts u:cJc heLl the pact as "a scr<:lp 
ol p<.tpt.' r. " 
Kaiser Uill's cavalier ~pokesmen made no 
friends with that fillip, and not only hecausc trea-
ties are presumably solemn commitments. An-
other reason is that "scraps of paper" are the raw 
materials from which history is extruded - both 
cosmic history (the Declaration of Independence, 
say) and personal chronicles (a marria ge certifi-
cate, for example). To scorn such scraps is to be 
ignorant that the past offers lessons to the future . 
As Governor-elect Winter recently poi nted out 
to the Society of Mississippi Archivi sts, Mississip-
pi boasts of the nation 's second-oldest state ar-
chives. But Winter is commendably concerned 
that Mississippi has either fall en behind, or could. 
Among the problems Winter mentioned in his 
statement to the archivists, several are especially 
pressing: 
• Insufficient personnel, outdated equipment 
and shrinking storage space for archives; 
THE EDITOR NOTES 
Many favorable comments have been re-
ceived about Governor Hinter's state-
ments carried in the last iss.ue. For 
those members not having access to the 
Clarion-Ledger, their editorial response 
is reprinted above . . 
The NHPRC news this time is an abbre-
Viated attempt to share some of th e 
comments about the Commission and the 
state boards that ·are being made. 
1-lhen our board is appointed, it is to 
be hoped that they will acquaint them,-
selves thoroughly with the problems 
and the accomplishments of the others, 
and profit by that knowledge. That, 
at least, will provide some small 
Solace for our inability to have 
Particinated much thus far. 
A cou~le of articles this time on 
Provincial records of Mississinpi. Pat 
r.alloway renorts on he r revisi~n of 
the Fre~ch ~rovincial transcripts, 
o Lack of professionally prl'pared persons for 
arrhi v<:ll <A ell k: 
f> l. <Jck ol undersl <l ndin~ abo11t an archivist s 
job ·-- ;1 IJt k of underslandinJ.; lli <Jl lll <J k<~s it diffi -
cuit ( I) gain pc>l il ic; il ;ond pt~b l ic s~1pporl lor <Jrchi -
cal prOJ('c ls: and , most nit ica lly . 
~ L?.ck of a sta le ren)rd s-tnana gement law . 
t-.li ssissippi 's failure to rn act a comprehensiv(', 
systematic sta te records law must be rectified by 
the Legisl;olure . "Under present legislation'' Win-
ter said, " there is no procedure whereby the pres-
ervation of any state record is assured ." 
Many other sl;o tcs (compared to Mississ ippi , 
most of them .Johnnies-come-lately to records-
management) have surged ahead of our sta le in 
th e crc;~tion of hi ~; lori cJ I-r cc oi'd commissions and 
t11 e enactm ent of rerord s· managemcnt laws. 
Win te r has pl edged his good offices to the reso-
lution of r\1i ~s i ss ippi ' s a rchi va l prob lems. li e hclS 
also pledged to expa nd parti cipation in the Na-
tional His torica l Publications & i{ecords Commis-
sion . Dul more nct:ds to be done. ,\nd only the 
L~gi slature can do it. 
·Thprsday, January 10. 1980 ikht gtiarfon~IL.tblttt 
an d Joe Castle relates the odyssey ui 
the colonial judicial records of 
French Louisian a. 
John Sob~tka, in discussing his work 
with th e Eastland oapers, car ries on th e 
c omment a ry begun last time by Char lo t t e 
Capers on th e disposition o f th e papPr s 
of elec t ed public off i cials . Bob Ph il-
lips, En gli sh professor at MS U, t akes 11s 
to ta sk f or our traditional negl ec of 
Mississippi literary archival mat erials. 
On e n ew f eature in this issue i s an 
ex pand ed reporting of accessions and 
openin gs . This information is provid ed 
by me mb e r i nstitutions to improve acces-
sibility t o our a r chival resourc es , an rl 
also tn ac~uaint everyone with curr en t 
coll ec tinp ac t ivi t y . 
- hth 
Accessions, cont. 
Jef!erson Davis Collection 
1886 
Two items 
Addition to Jef f erson Davis Collec-
tion: autographed letter signed (30 
August 1386) from Davis and auto-
graphed carte de visite signed (n.d.), 
framed. In the letter addressed to 
"Mrs. Kell," Davis expresses regret 
that he has not a better photograph 
than that enclosed and mentions the 
death in Mississippi of a brother-
in-law "who was on the Sumter and 
Alabama." 
Dn~rmound Plantation Papers 
c 1910-1950 
c 27 cubic feet 
Addition to the Deermound Plantatioq 
Papers: documentation of operation of 
a large Mississippi Delta plantation. 
Donated by Mrs. W. G. Somerville, 
Minter City, Mississippi. 
Joan Hilliams Collection 
1970 
. 5 linear feet 
Tynescript (with emendations) and 
galleys for the novel The Wintering 
(published by Harcourt Brace Jovaq-
ovich, 1971). 
-l.U-
NHPRC News, cont. 
was higher than expected. 
Eva Mosely was critical of state 
coordinators who used evaluative cri-
teria on a local level which was not 
used by the Commission on a national 
level . How can the Commission be as-
sured that the state boards conform 
to Commission guidelines? Hackman 
noted that there is no "fail-safe" 
system to insure that all state board• 
always follow national guidelines. 
The guidelines for evaluation are 
distributed to the boards and it is 
assumed that they follow them. 
Marvin Whiting (Birmingham Public 
Library and a member of the Alabama 
board) cautioned the audience against 
being too negative about the present 
hoard system. He is in favor of the 
present system, and he likes the ten-
sion precipitated by such a system. 
John Burns (Hashington State Guide 
Project) noted the difficulties facin~ 
state boards without statutory author~ 
state boards are not fixed in federal 
law. He has faced a number of admini-
strative hassles in state government 
in setting up his program. He also 
noted that Proposition 13 is leading 
to cutbacks in the states. Many state 
boards will not be able to do much 
even if they wanted to. .. 
************************************~ 
CORRECTIONS AND AMPLIFICATIONS 
More disaster data: 
~ Conservation Bibliography for 
Librarians, Archivists, and Ad-
ministrators, by Carolyn Clark 
Morrow and Steven B. Schoenly. 
Troy, NY: The Hhitson Publishing 
Company, Inc. $18.50. 
~ Conservation Policy Statement 
for Research Libraries, by 
Carolyn Clark Morrow. University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign: 
Graduate School of Library 
Science's Publications Office, 
$2 preraid. 
,I 
I 
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THE JUDICIAL RECORD S OF COLONIAL LOUISIANA 
By Joseph D. Cas tl e 
The judicial records of colonial Loui p-
iana are a rich but basically untapped 
source for the study of Louisiana his-
tory. These documents, the records of 
the French Superior Council (1714-1769) 
and the Spa nish Cabildo (1769-1803) con-
tain a wide variety o f civi l and c rim-
inal pro c eedings tha t g r eat l y il lumi-
nate the e conomic, s oc i a l, a nd pol itica l 
life of colonial Louisia na. Th ese do c u-
ments ( ap proximately a h a lf mill ion pages , 
and 247 linear feet) include a large num-
ber of successions as well as attempts by 
creditors to recover commerc ial ob l i g a -
tions. Furthermore , the judicial pro-
ceedings contain a wealth of biog r a ph-
ical, sociological, commercial and ar c h-
itectural data concerning the inhabi-
tants of colonial Louisia na. Amo ng th e 
inventories of plantatio n s and h o use-
holds, for example, a re l a nd survey s, 
architectural description s of h ous es , 
accounts of the administration o f es-
tates, business and personal contrac t s , 
correspondence, copies of wills , mar-
riage contracts, and paris h b a ptis mal, 
marriage and burial records . Als o in-
cluded within ' the judic ial reco r d s ar e 
petitions to the governing off icials 
from slaves (both Indian and Negro) for 
emancipation, f'rom merchants for l i -
censes to conduct public sales of the i r 
goods, from ship captains f or absolu-
tion from responsibility f or loss e s s uf-
fered at sea, and from t r ader s r e qu es t-
ing permission to engage in comme r ce 
With Europe, the French West Ind ies and 
the English colonies in North Amer ica. 
The material contained in these pro-
ceedings offer the researche r a r are 
&limpse into the every day life of co.lo-
nial Louisiana. While most othe r r eposi-
tories contain official pronoun c eme nt s , 
laws, and correspondence, the Lou i sia na 
Historical Center's Colonial Archives 
document the lives of a wide cross- s e c tio n 
?f Louisiana residents, wealthy a nd 
lndigent, black and whit e , free and s l a v e . 
Assoc . Cur a tor, Co l on ial Ar ch i v es 
Lou i sia na Hi storical Center 
Louisiana S t a t e Museum 
New Or l eans, Lou is iana 
Th e y r e l a t e public and p n ivate feuds 
a nd business venture s as well a s the 
pol i ti cal a nd economic evolution of the 
c o l o ny and a r e indis pensable to the 
und ers t a nd i ng o f li f e in French and 
Sp a nis h Lou is i a n a . 
Th e hi s t o r y of th es e jud ic ial r ecords 
( comm only ca l led th e "Bl ack Boxes ") -
th e ir c are a nd abu se , the i r or gani z a t ion 
and f r agmentat i o n - i s a lmos t as fascina-
t i ng as th e na ture o f their c ont ents. 
Dur i ng t h e course o f th e pas t two a nd a 
hal f centuries , th ey have undergone a 
s tr a ng e o dys sey , alternately subjected 
t o neglect, l oo t i ng, reorganizaiton, 
and phys i ca l a nd chemical det e rioration. 
Th i s s t o r y , h owev er, is no t entirely 
n ega t i v e . In the pas t sixty years, there 
h a v e b een sev era l ser i ous a tt empt s to 
pres erv e th e judic i a l records, organiz e 
them a nd ma k e them available for r e -
s ea r c h. 
The ea rly history of these rec ords 
i s ti e d close l y to the development o f 
th e Louis ia na His torical So c iety, which 
was fo rme d in 1847. The Soc iety c oncerned 
i t se l f in i t ially with gathering d ocument s 
a nd tr a nsc r i pt ions of prima r y ma terial s 
t ha t r ela t e to t h e his t o r y o f Louis iana. 
In 1848, the Lou is i a na state leg is lature 
f o rmal l y appoint e d the SGcie t y as th e 
d e p os it or y of a l l publi c d o cuments, s t ate 
pap e r s a nd j ourna l s . In 1860, th e l egis -
l a tu r e mov e d the So ciety h eadqu a rt e r s t o 
Ba ton Rou ge . Two year s l a t e r, h owever, 
Fe d e r al troops captured Ba ton Rou ge . This 
r e s ult e d i n the sca tter i ng o f th e a r chives 
i n t h e cus t o dy o f th e Soeiety. Bo th 
Fe d e r a l a nd Confederate troop s loot ed t he 
ma nuscripts which were removed to the 
s urround i n g g round s of the burning Stat e 
Hou se . Afte r th e war, the Soc iety tr i e d , 
with o nly par tia l suc c e ss , t o r ecov e r 
th e doc umen t s. 
In 1877, th e legis lature moved th e 
Soc i e t y ' s headqu a rters f r om Ba ton Ro u ge 
t o New Or leans . F rom the 1860s throu gh 
(C ontinue d on p . 1 2) 
Colonial Louisiana, cont. 
the early 1890s, howev er, t he Society 
endured a period of inac tiv i ty, and its 
archives were moved f rom pillar to post, 
finally coming to rest in storage at the 
Tilton Library of Tulane University. With 
the revival of the Louisiana Historical 
Society in the 1890s, there came the . 
first published references to "a number 
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of wooden boxes containing judicial papers 
of colonial times" and the first sug-
gestion that these records should be or-
ganized and classified. Despite repeated 
calls for such action, the judicial re-
cords remained i n the i r chaotic state 
until 1914, when the Society transferred 
the manuscripts in its custody to a new 
home at the recently established Louis-
iana State Museum in the Cabildo. 
Almost immediately, the Society made an 
arrangement with William Price of Ya~e 
University to undertake the mammoth task 
of preparing a card index and a partial 
translation of the French portion of the 
"black boxes." Price worked for about a 
year and a half, from 1914 to 1916, and 
made fairly good progress. His report to 
the Society offered scholars of Louisiana 
history their first glimpse of the tre-
mendous value of the documents. This 
early inkling stimulated further interest 
in the organization and preparation of 
the records for researchers. In 1916, 
because of poor working conditions, a low 
salary and political differences with the 
Society, Price left the project. 
After unsuccessful attempts to convince 
the Carnegie Institution and the Library 
of Congress to fund its project, the 
Society enlisted the support of William 
Radcliffe Irby. His financial assistance 
enabled the Society to engage Heloise H. 
Cruzat, educated at the Ursuline Convent, 
and Laura Porteous, who attended New-
comb College, to continue the work of 
William Price. Mrs. Cruzat, working with 
the French Superior Council records, and 
Miss Porteous, with the Spanish Cabildo 
documents, prepared synopses and translq-
tions that were published irregularly in 
the Louisiana Historical Quarterly from 
1920 to 1948. By 1925, however, the Irby 
funds for this work were exhausted, and 
the project was taken over by the Louis-
iana State Museum. In 1936, Works Progress 
Administrat ion (WPA) f unds expanded 
augmented the pr ojec t. 
During the WPA pr oj ect, ca lendars 
prepa red f or both the French and 
collect i ons, and efforts were made 
"res tore" deteriorat ed portions of 
records. The documents were also r 
ganized. The collections were not 
turned to their original provenance. 
Those engaged in the project reor 
the French collection according to 
bitrary subject headings, and the 
ish records according to chronolog 
order. 
Unfortunately , dur i ng the period 
the late 1940s to the mid-1960s, no 
action was taken to renew the work 
organization. The documents 1 
without order in the notorious 'u.L·cs~o:•~ 
boxes" and metal file cabinets in a 
vault on the first floor of the 
bytere that had no temperature or 
ity controls. From 1964 to 1966, the 
Friends of the Cabildo (the asso 
group of the Museum) enlisted the 
untary efforts of Mrs. Connie Griff 
Special Collections Librarian at the 
Tilton Library of Tulane University. 
Mrs. Griffith placed the Cabildo re-
cords in chronological order and put 
them in acid-free Hollinger boxes. 
documents were transferred to their 
present location on the second floor 
the Presbytere in a 
vault. 
In 1974, a Museum staff member 
training in the fields of paper c 
vation and archival arrangement b 
to clean and delaminate those do 
that the WPA had treated earlier. 
French Superior Council Records were 
moved from their old wooden boxes, 
in acid-free folders and arranged 
ologically in Hollinger boxes. The 
t ion of the Spanish Cabildo records 
continued. 
In 1975, the Museum gave top prior 
to the development of the judicial 
cords and began formulating plans to 
plement this decision. The Louisiana 
Historical Center was established in 
January of 1977, in an effort to 
the Louisiana State Museum's poten 
as a facility for the study of Louis-
iana's history and culture. The Mus 
(Continued on P· 
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The Mississippi Provincial Archives: French Dominion Project at MDAH 
By Pa tr i cia Galloway 
(Ed- Note: The publication of Missis-
~ Provincial Archives: French 
Dominion, Volumes IV and V (edited by 
ounbar Rowland, Translated by Albert 
Godfrey Sanders, revised by Patricia 
Galloway) is anticipated in fall/ 
winter 1980.) 
In 1905, four years after the founda-
tion of MDAH, Dunbar Rowland, director 
of the Department, traveled to Europe 
in a pioneering effort to address the 
problem of securing for Mississippi 
copies of documents in foreign archives 
which treated of her provincial history. 
He visited London and Paris and appor-
tioned equal amounts from a legisla-
tive grant of $1000 to contracts for 
transcripts of such documents from both 
countries. It was decided that the most 
fruitful document in France for 
Mississippi history was the series Cl3A 
(General Correspondence of Louisiana) 
of the Archives of the Colonies. Row-
land left with a copyist in Paris a 
statement of guidelines for selection 
of manuscripts to be copied, and from 
these guidelines the copyist prepared 
a calendar of such documents from Cl3A 
as were relevant to the history of 
Mississippi. Both the calendar and the 
guidelines were published in Rowland's 
1905-06 Annual Report. On the basis of 
this calendar, which was not always 
completely accurate and which omitted 
a number of documents of interest be-
cause the guidelines could not antici-
Pate everything, the choice of documents 
for transcription was made, and from 
1906 to 1912 the copying proceeded, 
resulting in thirty-two large bound 
Volumes of transcripts. 
Rowland's desire to make the people 
of his state aware of their history 
did not stop with the binding and pre-
servation of the transcripts. He felt 
that a series of translations of the 
documents would better serve this pur-
Pose, translations to stand alongside 
the volume of English documents already 
PUblished as the first of a planned 
Editor, MPA:FD 
Mis$issippi Dept. of Archives and History 
series and a similar planned series of 
Spanish documents. To this end he 
worked with Albert Godfrey Sanders, 
professor of Romance languages at Mill-
saps College, to produce the three pub-
lished volumes of annotated transla-
tions in the MPA:FD series between 1927 
and 1932. One large further volume was 
planned, but financial conditions at 
the time prohibited its publication, 
and, at sometime during the 1930s, the 
typescript of this fourth volume was 
erroneously bound as though it were 
that of the third volume, and presumed 
lost. At Rowland's death in 1937 the 
series stood uncompleted. Then, in 1974, 
shortly after the death of Sanders, the 
binding error was discovered and the 
manuscript resurfaced. Four years later, 
MDAH offered me the opportunity to edit 
it for publication in two volumes, and 
I began the work in April of 1979. 
As ~ t stood, the translation was not 
ready for publication. More than forty 
years of scholarship made much of the 
annotation outmoded and incomplete, and 
the style of the translation itself was 
more wooden than would now be acceptable. 
In some instances it was even gently 
bowdlerized: military men writing to 
their colleagues did not mince words. 
There was, therefore, a need to revise 
the translation. I was afforded addi-
tional help by the complete microfilm 
copy of Cl3A which had been acquired by 
MDAH in 1970. This meant that besides 
being able to go to the source for ob-
scure passages, I was also able to con-
sider including additional translations 
of documents which had not even been 
known to the original editors. The first 
six months of my work, then, were occu-
pied in revising the translation and 
adding to it some twenty documents, 
bringing the total number to 154. My 
goal was to arrive at a version which 
would be as accurate and literal as pos-
sible without being unreadable, so that 
historians wishing to make use of the 
original documents might find it a 
(Continued on p. 14) 
Mississippi Provincial, cont. 
r e liable guide t o t he ir content s . 
The second stage of the work, i n which 
I am now engaged, is the annotation. 
Examination of the footnotes in the first 
three volumes of the series will show 
that there is rather a bias toward ident-
ifying only the more prominent French 
military men. This bias is probably due 
mostly to the fact that little supple-
mentary documentation was then available 
for the period. I have tried to rectify 
this situation somewhat by shortening 
the typescript's biographical notes on 
well-known French officials in favor of 
references to secondary sources and 
adding, where possible, notes on the 
trappers, traders, missionaries, mer-
chants and lower officers who actually 
made history "on the ground." And since 
the emphasis of these present volumes 
is - as it must necessarily be for the 
1730-1763 period which they cover -
upon French-Indian relations, I have 
attempted to do the same sort of job for 
the Indians who were so important to the 
colony's history. I have also tried to 
make a few helpful additions to the scho-
larly apparatus for all five · volumes, 
including a cumulative bibliography and 
a catalogue of biographical references. 
This annotation is the most difficult 
part of my task, for even now material 
is scant in many of these areas, but it 
is hoped that the work can be completed 
by late spring, when the two volumes 
should be ready to go to press. 
As I have said, most of the material 
in volumes four and five bears in some 
way upon French-Indian relations during 
the period. Readers already acquainted 
with the series will have noticed that 
the period to be covered overlaps with 
the periods included in volumes one 
(to 1740) and three (to 1743), and it is 
true that the documents dating from 
1730-1743 which are to be published have 
been chosen with a view to filling in 
the gaps left in these earlier volumes. 
For the succeeding period, however, the 
documents attempt to cover the ground 
completely, and covering the ground 
from 1744-1763 means recounting the re-
bellion of the Choctaw Chief Red Shoe 
and the Choctaw civil war of 1748-51, 
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and then moving into the events of 
Fr ench and Indian War as seen from 
French side and from the perspectiv 
of the Old Southwest. Dealings with 
t he Choc t aw nat i on are paramount, 
though towards the end the importan 
of the Creeks and Cherokees, and ev 
the Shawnees, begins to increase. 
Chickasaws, always partial to theE 
lish and essentially driven into th 
arms after sheltering the remnants 
the Natchez tribe in 1729, are alwa 
present in the backgr ound, now aski 
for peace and now attempting to co 
the Choctaws away from allegiance t 
the French. 
Material in these documents 
eral of these tribes goes far 
John R. Swanton's ethographic accou 
which were written from 1900-1931 b 
fore ready access to French archiva 
material was possible. The history 
the Choctaw tribe, particularly, an 
the social changes which it underw 
as a result of its 
can be traced much more clearly 
through this material than has hith 
been possible. An especially import 
theme which emerges is the exploita 
tion of the French/English rivalry 
the brilliant chief Red Shoe to fi 
his meteoric rise within the tribal 
wer structure from a "simple warrio 
in 1730 to the leader of the most p 
werful faction of the tribe by the 
1740s. The fact that he exploited t 
traditional moiety division in the 
tribe to secure the support of the 
moiety to which he belonged, and th 
this support was paid for with Engl 
goods, meant that his rebellion and 
the civil war which followed his de 
constituted a major blow to the tri 
traditional culture. 
This is just one topic of Indian 
ethnohistory which is covered in th~ 
two new volumes. Widely scattered r 
ferences give evidence of an institu 
tionalized priesthood and concept of 
sanctuary among the Quapaw of Arkans 
a suggestion that the remnant of the 
Natchez who fled to the Chickasaws 
eventually reduced to slavery by th 
and details of the customs surround 
the declaration of war among the 
(Continued on P• 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON CONGRESSIONAL PAPERS 
Four years ago this month, I went to 
washington, D.C., to be a member of 
senator James 0. Eastland's staff. I 
had been a graduate student in history 
at the University of Mississippi when 
I was offered the Washington assign-
ment. The three years I spent in 
Washington working on Senator East-
land's papers were a fascinating 
experience, and the project led to 
the transferral of the Senator's 
papers to the University of Missis-
sippi Law Archives. Over a two year 
period, we shipped in excess of 1600 
linear feet of files to Ole Miss -
materials which represented Senator 
Eastland's thirty-six years of ser-
vice in the Senate. 
In my remarks, I will make refer-
ences to my experiences with the ac-
quisition of the Eastland papers. 
While each acquisition is different, 
I believe there are basic rules that 
are universal enough to be applied 
to other Congressional collections 
(and perhaps also to the papers of 
officials on the state or local lev-
els). I think my comments may be 
helpful to those people who have an 
interest in acquiring or using these 
types of materials. 
My records management training in 
the military had made me aware of 
the need to periodically purge office 
files. I had been used to sending most 
of the previous year's files to the 
staging area for a brief retention 
period before destruction, with only 
a few inches of files carried forth 
in active status. However, I soon 
found out that in the case of Congres-
Sional files, there aren't rigid rules 
governing records disposition. While 
government storage facilities are 
~Vailable at Suitland, Maryland, the 
lndividual senator or representative 
can stack obsolete files in Senate 
or House office building basements 
or attic lockers, throw them away, 
Sh' lp them to his home, or send them 
to an institution, state archival 
By John Sobotka, Archivist 
The Law Archives 
University of Mississippi 
department or historical society. 
The National Archives, Library of 
Congress and Senate Historical Office 
can offer advice as to records main-
tenance and disposition, but it is up 
to the member to decide what to do. 
In Senator Eastland's office, the 
practice for many years had been to 
store obsolete files in several places 
in the Dirksen and Russell Senate Of-
fice buildings. My first eighteen 
months on the job were spent in the 
Russell Building attic, locating and 
inventorying the files I found there. 
These materials ranged from 1941 to 
the mid-fifties, and were scattered 
down the attic corridor which extended 
about the length of a city block. 
Later, I came across other files in 
the Dirksen Building sub-basement and 
in several subcommittee offices. 
My last year and a half was spent 
in th~ Senator's main office, where a 
substantial portion of my responsi-
bilities involved staff work. While 
my progress on the processing of the 
papers suffered some as a result, I 
welcomed my new duties as I considered 
that if I were to have a part in the 
interpretation of Senator Eastland's 
record and activities in the Senate, 
I needed to have a basic: idea of how 
his office operated, and what tasks 
his staff members performed. My work 
in the Senator's Dirksen Building of-
fice enabled me to get to know his 
staff members, most of whom had been 
with him for many years. I was able to 
deal first hand with the creation of 
case files, legislative materials and 
routine office correspondence. While 
the nature of these papers and their 
filing changed over the years~ I 
learned the Senator's office procedures 
and his staff's methods of maintaining 
the files and disposing of them when 
they were no longer current. I have 
found this knowledge indispensable in 
my work on the Eastland papers at the 
University of Mississippi this past year. 
(Continued on ~· 16) 
Congressional Papers, cont. 
With my experience in Senator East-
land's office in mind, I am a firm be-
liever in placing, whenever possible, 
a member of the receiving institution's 
staff in the congressman's or senator's 
office to help in coordinating the 
initial processing, packing and ship-
ping of the papers. It would be ideal 
if this person were placed on the of-
fice payroll, but other arrangements 
could suffice. If the receiving insti-
tution is a college or university, the 
person sent to Washington logically 
might be a graduate student with in-
terests in archival work. The impor-
tant consideration is to have someone 
on the scene who can manage the job 
of physically handling the papers 
(which often times may be buried in 
dirty storage lockers), and be re-
sponsible for the orderly shipment 
of the materials back to the receiving 
institution. 
Most Congressional offices don't 
have a staff member who can conve-
niently be released to do this kind of 
work, so it is very helpful if the 
institution can provide the manpower. 
While the resident or intern arrange-
ment is designed for acquiring Con-
gressional papers, I could envisage 
some sort of variant being used in 
certain cases on state and local 
government levels, perhaps using stu-
dent interns to help with the physical 
tasks of acquisition. 
In my experience with Congressional 
acquisitions, I have encountered dif-
fering degrees of restrictions on the 
papers that were donated. From an ideal 
standpoint, the fewer the restrictions 
the better, but most Congressional 
donors will insist on certain re-
strictions being placed on the use of 
their papers. In my work as a staff 
member in Senator Eastland's office, I 
dealt with series of records, such as 
constituent case files, that in my 
judgment have archival values, but 
due to their nature require some re-
strictions on their use. My feeling 
is that Congressional papers are val-
uable enough to warrant accepting them 
under most conditions, unless the do-
-16-
nor's contemplated restrictions are 
entirely out of reason. 
In the nearly two months between 
November, 1976, national election 
the beg inning of the 95th Congress 
January, 1977, I observed several 
stances where unexpectedly defeated 
senators, who had made no provisions 
for the disposition of their papers, 
departed the Senate leaving many of 
their files behind. From the van 
point of my att i c office, I watched 
the defeated members' staffers hur-
riedly packing the office files, or, 
in some cases, dumping the files in 
trash carts destined for the Senate 
waste paper baling room. After the 
unexpected November election results 
there simply wasn't the time to lo-
cate and pack the papers properly. 
I can understand this problem was 
pounded by some departing Senators 
not having given any thought to wh 
they wanted their papers placed back 
in the home state. 
Even when a member announces a 
cific retirement date, the time to 
start shipping papers is not three 
months before the end of the cone 
ing term. For Congressional papers 
and papers of other public officials 
the task of packing and shipping, if 
done properly, is tedious and compl 
cated. The only way to insure that 
the project goes off with a minimum 
of difficulties is to plan carefully 
and far in advance. This means that 
the officeholder should negotiate 
with an institution for placement of 
his papers early in his first term, 
and ship obsolete files to that ins 
tution on a regular basis 
The material then reaches the rece 
institution in an orderly manner, and 
there isn't the end of term deluge 
which can lead to improper inven 
ing and loss of valuable materials. 
While the disposition of the papers 
elected public figures on the state 
and local level is more closely 
lated by law than in the case of 
gressional officeholders, the concep 
of organized transfer still is valid. 
The National Archives and the Li-
brary of Congress advise Congress 
(Continued on p . 21) 
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THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI LITERARY COLLECTIONS 
John Ray Skates points out in his 
bicentennial history of Mississippi a 
fact that most Mississippians by now 
must surely recognize. While in the 
past, Mississippians have entertained 
the notion that the state has produced 
great political leaders, the truth is 
that if Mississippi has any claim to 
prominence in the world, that promi-
nence is due more to literary genius 
than anything else. The state that 
gave the world William Faulkner, 
Richard Wright, Tennessee Williams, 
Eudora Welty, Walker Percy, Elizabeth 
Spencer, Shelby Foote, Berry Morgan, 
Ellen Douglas, James Seay, William 
Mills, Barry Hannah and a host of 
others has been incredibly slow to 
recognize the great value to the 
state of this extraordinary out-
pouring. We should have done better 
years ago; maybe now we are doing 
better by our principal intellectual 
treasure. The result of those years 
of popular neglect has been that many 
of the documents -manuscripts; type-
scripts of early versions of poems, 
stories and plays; early editions; 
collections of letters; diaries; 
notes - documents fundamental to the 
academic and scholarly evaluation of 
Mississippi's literary genius are 
not to be found in Mississippi. 
The scholar who is interested in 
pursuing the history of Mississippi's 
culture must spend days in the libra-
ries at the University of Virginia, 
the University of North Carolina, the 
U.s. Military Academy, the University 
of Texas, Harvard and Berkeley. He 
must travel to Chicago, New York, even 
Paris. To be sure, the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and History 
(MDAH) has a fine collection, partic-
ularly of materials relating to the 
career of Eudora Welty. There are 
Other fine resources - Faulkner and 
Stark Young documents at Ole Miss, 
Hodding Carter's papers at Mississippi 
State University (MSU). There are col-
lections at the University of Southern 
By Robert L. Phillips 
Associate Professor of English 
Mississippi State University 
Mississippi, Mississippi College (MC), 
Jackson State and Tougaloo. But we 
have not done enough. 
We have not done enough because, 
historically, we have cared too little 
to make a substantial public commit-
ment either to the acquisition of val-
uable and expensive collections or 
to the adequate maintenance of what we 
have. Most archivists are well aware, 
more than aware, of the prevailing 
conditions, and the scholars depend 
on the archivists. Collectors bid up 
prices for documents; archives find 
it is a matter of great prestige to own 
large collections, and they compete 
for benefactors who will finance 
acquisitions. Some archives have 
been particularly successful: Virginia 
has its Clifton Waller Barret Collec-
tion; North Carolina has its Southern 
Historical Collection, sponsored in part 
by funds from the Kenan and Morehead 
foundations; Southeast Missouri State 
University has just opened its very 
fine Louis Daniel Brodsky Collection of 
Faulkner materials. Mississippi's 
Department of Archives and History or 
her universities should be more prom-
inently represented in the bidding, 
whether support comes from public or 
private sources. Memphis State Univer-
sity's interest in regional culture is 
understandable, but, unless we are wil-
ling to concede that New Orleans and 
Memphis are actually the principal 
cities of Mississippi, we should be 
willing to make the efforts that that 
fine university is making toward the 
acquisition of a collection. 
The collections that are in Missis-
sippi are for the most part carefully 
maintained and generously made avail-
able for use. MDAH and the state's 
universities provide about all the 
services they can. Here again, however, 
there is the problem of inadequate 
resources and political complications. 
MSU had to wait many months to apply 
for the grant needed to describe the 
(Continued on p. 19) 
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THE MASSACHUSETTS SUPERIOR COURT RECORDS PROJECT 
Appraisal is one of the most diff i cult 
tasks faced by those responsible for his-
torical records. Which records have ar-
chival value? Which records can be des-
troyed? These are hard questions to 
answer. Archivists, curators, records 
managers and custodians, lacking guide-
lines, have retained large quantities of 
records for fear of destroying valuable 
materials. Yet permanent retention of 
records with "borderline" value is no 
longer an affordable luxury. 
There is no better example of the 
difficulties of records appraisal than 
the situation faced by the Massachusetts 
Superior Court system in recent years. 
Extremely valuable court records, span-
ning the years from earliest settlement 
in 1620 to the present, were deterio-
rating rapidly in 14 county courthouses 
throughout the state. Moreover, the 
volume of these records was growing at 
an extraordinary rate and it was clear 
to both scholars and court clerks that 
a plan of action was needed. In res-
ponse to this need, Chief Justice 
Edward F. Hennessey established the 
Massachusetts Judicial Records Commit-
tee (MJRC) to formulate, implement and 
oversee policies involving judicial 
records. 
With the aid of an NHPRC records grant, 
the MJRC organized a project to inventory 
all Superior Court records and to make 
recommendations for future action. The 
results of the survey were published in 
1977 as The Records of the Massachusetts 
Superior Court and its Predecessors: An 
Inventory and Guide. 
The report recommended complete reten-
tion and centralized storage of all ma-
terials up to 1859. The survey team, 
led by lawyer/historian Michael S. 
Hindus, declined to make recommendations 
regarding files created after 1859 be-
cause of their substantial bulk and un-
determined value. 
The report highlighted the fact that 
the courts would face serious and complex 
problems in appraising their late 19th-
and 20th-century records. Clearly it 
would take more time and money than was 
I 
Reprint~d from Annotation, 
7:3 (November, 1979), 2. 
available at that time to 
of action for these records. 
In August, 1978, with the support 
second NHPRC grant, Hindus and his 
sociates, Theodore M. Hammet and 
Barbara M. Hobson, and the MJRC 
an advisory board to discuss the 
involved in the project. 
The board included legal histori 
Stanley N. Katz, Barbara Hanawalt, 
L. Kinvin Wroth; social historians 
Irwin Painter, Elizabeth H. Fleck, 
Maris A. Vinovskis; and social sc 
John Conklin, Michael Soto, and 
Walberg. In addition, the project 
tor and his associates sought the 
of several MJRC members, especially 
P. Concannon, Edgar Bellefontaine, 
Robert Brink, Robert Bloom, and N 
Olsberg. 
After much discussion and cons 
of alternatives, the staff and the 
sory board agreed that sampling te 
niques offered the best possible 
A pilot sample revealed little his 
cally interesting information, and 
to the conclusion that sampling te 
niques could be used to reduce the 
the materials without undermining 
value for historians. To test their 
lief, the staff sampled the post-~u.J~• 
Superior Court case files for 
ties--Suffolk, which includes 
and Hampshire, located in the 
part of the state. 
Hindus and his associates used the 
formation from their two-county samDM• · 
devise a basic checklist of 
tions for the retention and disposit 
of Superior Court records from 1859 
1959. They recommended the retention 
all files for one major county for 
linkage purposes, the retention of 
the files for very small counties, 
divorce and naturalization files and 
files for periods when there had been 
substantial previous file destruct 
They also recommended that systemat 
samples be taken for all other 
with the percentage of the .sample r 
incrementally as the volume of the 
(Continued on P• 
carter papers because of an unf ortu-
ate disagreement between sta t e and 
~ederal officials. There are othe r 
roblems with collections that are not ~dequately described . The Bellaman 
collection at MC and Tougaloo's col-
lection of documents having to do with 
black Mississippi writers could be 
more fully described. 
Most collections that I have seen 
are well-maintained, but then there 
are those · few others where valuable 
material is in small libraries that 
do not have adequate space or funding. 
1 have seen a file of an antebellum 
newspaper , a paper not mentioned in 
the Mis s issippiana Union List ~ News-
£apers and not available on microfilm, 
falling apart and plagued by s ilverfish. 
The paper has some Southwest humor 
sketches, probably not original, but 
valuable , nevertheless. 
The major libraries around the world 
have been far more successful than 
Mississippi's libraries in acquiring 
the bas ic archival resources of Mis-
sissippi's writers. But there are, 
of course, those advantages that Mis-
sissippi enjoys tHat a r e -J navaiiaBfe 
to Virginia or Southwest Missouri. 
These writers were and are, after all, 
Mississippians, and in Mississippi we 
have created local resources other 
places cannot create. Some public 
libraries, the Meridian Library is a 
fine example, have crea ted over the 
Years vertical files that now are of 
great value. The State Library Com-
mission also has made a commendable 
effort in this regard. 
Collections of documents of public 
officials are historically important; 
the Department of Archives and History 
has as its proper function the collec-
tion, care, and maintenance of those 
records . But MDAH cannot replace the 
efforts of local archivists around 
the state. Mississippi's glamorous 
literary figures have attracted col-
lecto~s around the world, but the 
land that produced those major figures 
also produced a host of minor ones. 
These writers are important, too. 
Their contributions perhaps enabled 
the major writers to be major. Maybe 
not, but the topic is one that will 
some day be fully studied. Ar chivists 
-19-
around this state are creating the 
resources for t his study, and I, for 
one, am quite appreciative. 
It is gratifying to find that public 
officials, notably the new governor, 
have a great interest in preserving 
Mississippi's history. On the other 
hand, it is unfortunate that the state 
has not had the resources or the in-
terest to allocate what resources it 
might have found for the acquisition 
of more documents having to do with 
the development of the intellect and 
the fin e arts in the state. But times 
a re changing. We do not seem to be so 
sensitive about what some took to be 
slurs on the state and its institu-
tions which they found in the writings 
of Faulkner, Wright, Foote and others. 
Maybe the change in attitude will bene-
fit those of us who are interested in 
the fine literature Mississippi has 
produced. 
*********************************** 
Massachusetts, cont. 
load increased. 
Finally, Hindus and his associates re-
commended retention of the files of all 
cases appealed to the Supreme Judicial 
Court and all files 1-1/2 inches or thicker 
for the years 1860-1889, 1-3/4 inches 
or thicker for the years 1890-1919, 
and 2 inches or thicker for the years 
1920-1959. Using these recommendations, 
the Superior Courts of Massachusetts 
can now begin to provide for the or-
derly retention and disposition of case 
files in their custody. 
It is too soon to say whether the Mas-
sachusetts Superior Court Records Project 
has been a success. The plan of action 
proposed by Hindus and his associates 
must be weighed by the MJRC and the 
courts, and implementation of the recom-
mendations is the real test. But the 
long-run implications of this project are 
a lso noteworthy and court records. The 
project report, to be published by G. K. 
Hall Publishers in Boston, will likely 
s erve as a pilot and perhaps a model for 
efforts elsewhere to reduce the growing 
volume of cas e files and at the same time 
preserve valuable archival materials. 
Colonial Louisiana, cont. 
Library and Archives divisions were com-
bined to form the Center. In the same 
year, a grant was received from the Na-
tional Endowment of the Humanities to 
calendar, edit and microfilm the entire 
collection. Three additional curators/ 
archivists were added to the staff of 
the Center. 
Because of the peculiar nature of the 
Cabildo records (i.e., lengthy, complex 
lawsuits and successions) these records 
require an extensive method of calen-
daring. These calendars reflect the na-
ture of the documents, the principal 
litigants and the various spellings of 
their names, locations of plantations 
and homes and the judgments rendered 
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by the court. The French calendars, un-
like the Spanish ones, are limited to 
brief descriptions of the materials con-
tained in the judicial records of the 
Superior Council because the French docu-
ments lend themselves better to this mode 
of calendaring. At the present rate, the 
Spanish Cabildo calendars will be com-
pleted some time in late 1980, while the r , 
calendars for the French Superior Council 
will be available for researchers in 1982. 
The Museum has entered into an agreement 
with the Genealogical Society of Utah to 
microfilm its colonial records with the 
micro-filming slated for completion in 
mid-1981. This project will preserve the 
documents for posterity and at the same 
time make them available to a wider schol-
arly audience. 
At the present time, the researcher will 
find several problems in any attempted use 
of the judicial records. These records, for 
instance, present problems in organization 
and legibility. Documents were extracted 
from their original order and reclassified 
according to arbitrary subject headings. 
During the present calendaring project, 
these documents are being returned to their 
provenance, although indexes of their 
artificial subject headings are being re-
tained. 
The extremely difficult paleography and 
advanced deterioration of the documents 
will also hamper the researcher. Many of 
the documents within the French Superior 
Council records were written by the indi-
vidual litigants themselves, rather than 
trained court officials. This haph 
system produced many varieties of 
virtually illiterate handwriting. 
different secretarial hands within 
the French and Spanish documents 
deniably prove troublesome. The 
moreover, have suffered from the 
of nature and some unfortunate good 
tions. Nearly every document con 
high acid content, insect damage, 
and discoloration. The worst of the 
cal deterioration resulted from the 
abuses of the WPA during the 1930s 
1940s. The WPA applied large quanti 
of scotch tape to many of the docmn~~ 
The documents were encased in eel 
and stacked in wooden boxes and 
cabinets. Although the cellophane 
of the scotch tape have been removed 
residues left behind made many of 
ments brittle, and some of them r 
extremely difficult to examine. 
10% of the collection has been so 
damaged that they cannot be used. 
Presently, researchers wishing to 
the colonial records are restricted 
guides or indexes, in English with 
s ,tt;acts, which were published in the 
Louisiana Historical Quarterly. 
historians and genealogists have 
forced to use these guides in lieu 
originals, it is well known that 
not complete and contain many 
in translations. The WPA compiled 
guide to these records - the so-c 
"Black Books" - ninety-four volumes 
of indexes of the documents in addi 
those in the LHQ. These, too, are 
plete and contain numerous mistakes. 
guides (or calendars) contain errors 
cerning names, places, occupations 
the text of the cases. They also 
size the repetitive judicial proce,aul'• 
of the French and Spanish courts, 
ring the factual, relevant informat 
The WPA microfilmed the French seemeu.~ 
of the collection, but the quality of 
the film is very poor and mostly il-
legible. The documents, furthermore, 
were microfilmed at random, without 
order, organization or target. These 
films are simply not adequate. 
These two guides are supplemented 
a card file that gives a genealogical 
digest of the data contained in the 
(Continued on P• 
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Colonial Louisiana, cont. 
French and Spanish records. The cards 
are arranged alphabetically by the 
names of the principal parties in the 
original documents. There are, however, 
again inaccuracies and omissions, and 
some of the cards have been lost over 
the years. In addition to the problems 
presented by the physical conditions 
of the records and the inadequate finding 
aids, space for researchers in the His-
torical Center is limited and the staff, 
small. The staff will assist researchers 
in verification and location of the orig-
inal documents that can be identified 
from the finding aids. 
Upon completion of the calendaring of 
the judicial records, the Historical 
Center will prepare an extensive index 
to the collections. At the present time, 
the Historical Center intends to record 
this index into a computer. This comput-
erized index will reference such items as 
names, places, dates and subjects. A 
future researcher who is interested in 
finding all archival citations for slaves 
in the area upriver from New Orleans 
between 1780 and 1790, ' for example, will 
be able to feed these simple instructions 
into the computer. Hithin a few minutes, 
concise results in the form of a print-
out will be available. This process will 
eliminate many tedious hours of leafing 
through index cards or calendars. The 
Historical Center intends at a later 
date to survey the archival holdings of 
libraries and other museums throughout 
the United States and in other countries 
to locate those manuscript collections 
that relate to Louisiana. The appropriate 
collections will then be microfilmed 
whenever possible and added to the 
holdings of the Center. 
Currently, the Historical Center 
Archives are located on the second 
floor of the Presbytere and the Li-
brary on the first floor of the Pontalba 
Apartments in the French Quarter. Early 
in 1980, the Historical Center will 
move to the third floor of the newly 
restored United States Branch Hint 
located on Esplanade Avenue. The new 
Center will include an expanded reading 
room, microfilm room, conservation 
rooms and an expanded vault. By the 
time of the move to the Mint, the Louis-
iana Historical Center will be a ma.i or 
research facility that will contain a 
noncirculating reference library of 
approximately 40,000 books and 10,00 
pamphlets, 1500 maps, personal papers, 
ne~vspapers covering the priod 1804-
1950, currency, medals and coins. 
Congressional Papers, cont. 
members to locate an insti-
tution, preferably in the horne state, 
that desires their papers and can 
handle the processing. The Senate 
Historical Office echoes this advice, 
and the Senate Historian makes a con-
certed effort to inform particularly 
the newer senators of the importance 
of making appropriate arrangements for 
the orderly disposition of their ob-
solete files. But as I have already 
mentioned, senators and congressmen 
can do what they wish with their 
files. Whether they p,ive their papers 
to their alma mater, an archival de-
partment of their state government, or 
to a private historical society, the 
choice is up to them. Consequently, 
in Mississippi or other states, it 
would be exceedingly difficult to pre-
vail upon Congressional donors to 
place their papers in one centrally 
located repository, however convenient 
that might be for researchers. 
I am optimistic about the future 
preservation of Congressional papers. 
Especially encouraging is the fact that 
within the Congress and among the schol-
arly community, there seems to be a 
greater awareness of the importance of 
Congressional papers, and more of these 
valuable collections are being properly 
housed in the member's state and made 
available to researchers. 
Mississippi Provincial, cont. 
Muskhogean tribes. Continual references 
to the French effort to wipe out the 
Chickasaws create a running commentary 
in which the efforts of this tribe to 
defend its very existence are power-
fully suggested. 
These documents also make the causes 
of the French colony's failure, from 
private greed to public indifference, 
abundantly clear. They show how the 
lucrative Indian trade and its control 
could often prove divisive, as in the 
case of the feud between Diron d'Arta-
guette and Perier in the 1730s, when 
Diron held a monopoly of the Choctaw 
trade; or the later alleged involvement 
of the governors Vaudreuil and Kerlerec 
in that same trade, which was partly 
the cause of the latter's recall in 
1763. Kerlerec's begging letters to the 
Ministry of Marine throughout the fif-
ties show how well he was prepared to 
obtain the active partisanship of almost 
all the Indians of the southeast, in-
cluding the Cherokees and Creeks, 
against the English. But because of the 
English blockade and French indifference 
to the southern colony until after Can-
ada had fallen, Kerlerec received too 
few Indian trading goods far too late to 
make them effective in carrying out the 
defeat of the southern English colonies 
which he had planned. 
While the publication of these docu-
ments will make a significant contri-
bution to our understanding of the later 
years of the Louisiana colony, they do 
not contain the whole story. Cl3A is a 
treasure, and would be well worth print-
ing in its entirety, but, though it por-
trays the view of events seen by the 
government of th colony, only rarely 
does it contain primary accounts of 
events. In the selection of additional 
documents for publication, I have in-
cluded all of these primary accounts 
for the period and the area con cerned, 
but this is only the tip of the iceberg. 
Since Cl3A is composed primarily of the 
governor's accounts of events in the 
colony, such documents appear only 
when the governor thought it was neces-
sary to send them along in order to 
substantiate a claim or justify a de-
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c1s1on. If, however, the evidence 
one of Governor Vaudreuil's lett 
which contains all the letters he s 
to one group of posts over a period 
fifty months, is representative, r 
erences to letters received which 
ear in this letterbook suggest that 
several thousands of letters from 
ficers, traders and missionaries in 
direct contact with events have 
lost or at least not located. Many 
them, no doubt, ended as kindling; 
more went back to France with their 
authors, who made it a practice to 
copies of letters sent. But not all 
the French settlers went back to Fr 
and it is reasonable to assume that 
of over three thousand letters some 
least must still survive, to be dis-
covered in family papers either now 
lying in our archives or still to be 
found. In an earlier issue of this 
letter, I offered a list of relevant 
names, and it is to be hoped that 
will have some success in bringing 
such documents to light. For if we 
think that the contents of Cl3A are 
valuable, how much more valuable mus 
be the primary accounts upon which 
reports in Cl3A are based. 
" ••• no other profession calls for more vario4s talents." 
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